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          adison County officials received notification
from FEMA in April that its Metro East Levee
System achieved accreditation for a 100-year-
flood level.

The Southwestern Illinois Flood Prevention District
Council, Leadership Council Southwestern Illinois
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced that
the 15-year, $194 million process to upgrade 75-
mile, the three county — Madison, Monroe and St.
Clair —levee system protecting the American
Bottoms is now accredited. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency announced it
issued is final letter of accreditation.

“This is fantastic news,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler
said. “The accreditation means property flood
insurance rates will not skyrocket, bringing a
savings to taxpayers.”

Officials held a press conference on April 27 at the
America’s Central Port in Granite City to make the
announcement of the final certification.

“This means that all five levee systems from Alton
to Columbia have now been officially re-
accredited by FEMA,” President of the Leadership
Council Southwestern Illinois Gary Hoelscher said.
“This project was completed at less than half the
initial cost estimates and 22 years ahead of
projected schedules if federal funds only were
utilized.”

In August 2007, FEMA announced its intention to
de-accredit the Wood River, Chain of Rocks, Metro
East Sanitary,Prairie De Pont and Fish Lake levees.
Based on past funding for projects, officials
estimated improvements would not be completed
until 2044.

The total 75.8 mile levee system protects111,700
acres, 288,000 residents, 4,000 businesses,
56,000 jobs and $20 billion in property and
critical infrastructure.

If decertified, FEMA would have redrawn flood plain
maps, which the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) uses to calculate risk and determine
premiums and property owners with federally
backed mortgages would have been required to
purchase flood insurance, costing them thousands.
 
“Decertification would have prevented investment in
the area, costing hundreds of millions in our local
economy,” Prenzler said.  

Prenzler credits former Madison County Board Chair
Alan Dunstan and the late State Senator William
Haine, of Alton, for their hard work and efforts on
the project.

In 2009, the three counties formed the flood
protection district council and created a ¼ cent
sales tax to generate the revenue to make the
levee system improvements. The Leadership
Council formed the Levee Issues Alliance to serve
as a watchdog group for the project, and to raise
awareness about the levee system. 

In 2009, the three counties formed the flood
protection district council and created a ¼ cent
sales tax to generate the revenue to make the
levee system improvements. The Leadership
Council formed the Levee Issues Alliance to serve
as a watchdog group for the project, and to raise
awareness about the levee system. 

Chuck Etwert, chief engineer and supervisor of
construction and the works for Southwestern
Illinois Flood Prevention District Council, said
decertifying the levees would have been disastrous
for the area.

“It took 15 years to get here,” Etwart said. “It took
seven years for the creation of the council, the
studies and the engineering design. Then it took
four years for the construction and it took four
years to get FEMA approval.”

Etwert said the project cost about $75 million in
construction costs, with a total of around $119
million with engineering and other various
expenses. He said it cost about half of the original
estimate.

The original levee system was built during the
1940s and 1950s. The recent levee construction
projects were designed to stabilize the original
levees with no height added. 

Work is continuing to bring the levees up to a
500-year-flood level.

“We will continue to advocate for flood
improvements throughout Madison County,”
Prenzler said.
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FEMA grants Metro East LeveesFEMA grants Metro East Levees
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Madison County is implementing technology toMadison County is implementing technology to
improve its public records request processimprove its public records request process

        adison County officials are planning to make it easier
for residents to request and receive public records available
through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA.)

“We’ve been looking into this for years and how we can
better serve the public,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler said.

Prenzler said the board voted Wednesday night on a
resolution to approve a $45,000, 3-year contract with
GovQA/Granicus for software to process and manage FOIA
requests and information from citizens and media.

"This technology will enhance the county’s commitment to
open, transparent and cost-efficient delivery to fulfill FOIA
requests in accordance with Illinois law," Prenzler said. 

State’s Attorney Tom Haine said as the volume of record
requests grows and their complexity increases, the county
chose something that would best work for everyone.

“Transparency is fundamental to good, accountable
government,” Haine said. “I’m glad to see the county take 

M this step. Better technology will streamline our FOIA process
— which often has legal and practical considerations. 

“And a smoother process will better serve the interests of
citizens while also saving public resources in the long run.” 

GovQA's Public Records Request Management software is a
cloud-based system capable of managing documents and
other information while enhancing transparency. 

The software will allow residents to track their FOIA requests
online and it will reduce the amount of paperwork and free
up time for employees. Other counties and municipalities
throughout Illinois are using the software.

Prenzler said for anyone wishing to see an example, the City
of Belleville uses the software.

“Madison County understands and supports the public's right
to access public records,” Prenzler said. “Our goal is to
provide service in a transparent and timely manner and we
believe this software helps us achieve that.”



             adison County officials approved a resolution Wednesday night
granting $700,000 in American Rescue Plan Act funds to eight public
water districts for local projects.

“These monies will be used to make upgrades in water districts that did not
receive any ARPA funding during the pandemic,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler
said.

Prenzler said to County Board approved granting the monies to the water
districts to fund equipment upgrades and replacement of water
transmission lines or extension of water lines. 

The water districts to receive the funding:

Prenzler said there is a lot of aging infrastructure and equipment, such as
water pumps, and the districts cannot afford to take on a lot of debt.

“It may not seem like a lot of monies, but to the taxpayers its debt they will
not have to incur for the much needed upgrades,” he said. “The water
districts do struggle to take on big projects and without borrowing any
money they will not have to pay interest.”

Prenzler said the board made the decision after receiving the ARPA monies
to assist with projects not funded by any other means.

“The county picked projects that met ARPA’s funding guidelines and had
the greatest impact,” he said.  “Water districts, hardly, if ever receive
grants for projects. This investment makes sure clean drinking water is and
remains available to the Madison County taxpayers in rural areas.”

Madison County grantsMadison County grants
$700,000 in federal funding$700,000 in federal funding
to water districtsto water districts

Meadowbrook
Bond Madison
Mitchell
Moro
Northeast Central
Pontoon Beach
Three County
Tri-Township

$50,000
$50,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
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during times of crisis or other incidents is to provide a more
comprehensive response to those in need. The faith-based leaders
perform tasks of a more emotional, social or spiritual nature while the
deputies handle tasks that are of a law enforcement nature. 

“Chaplains provide appropriate assistance, advice, comfort, counsel and
referrals to those who request support,” Lakin said.

The use of chaplains to improve functioning began centuries ago with the
military and continues today in hospitals, hospices, fire departments and
law enforcement agencies. 

Chaplains serve as a support system and do not push any one religion
onto anyone. The role of the chaplain is to be the ‘balancer.’  

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation designating
May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week that date falls as
Police Week. 

Lakin said he is thankful to the work done by the chaplains and to all the
men and women in law enforcement, especially those in the Madison
County Sheriff’s Office.

“Every day can be a challenge and they make daily sacrifices in order to
protect and serve Madison County,” he said.

 

             aw enforcement officers can face an extraordinary amount of
stress on the job. 

Mental health services are a crucial component to an officer’s wellness
and Madison County Sheriff’s Office provides a support system that not
only help keeps deputies mentally fit, but assists in helping the public.

As the Madison County Sheriff’s Office celebrates National Police Week
from May 11 to May 17 they want to honor the Chaplains who serve
alongside the deputies in protecting the community.

Sheriff John Lakin said that chaplains are a big part of law enforcement
and within his department.

“I have a great deal of respect for what our chaplains do,” Lakin said.
“They perform a valuable service to our department and the community.”

Lakin said the department’s chaplains are volunteer officers and are
called upon when needed. He said chaplains foster relationships between
law enforcement officers and the public. 

“They are not just for the deputies in the department,” Lakin said.
“Chaplains are also there for victims and their families.”

Lakin said the goal with law enforcement and clergy working together 

Madison CountyMadison County
Sheriff's OfficeSheriff's Office

honors chaplainshonors chaplains
during Nationalduring National  

Police WeekPolice Week
L

Four of seven Madison County Sheriff's Office chaplains, (Senior Chaplain Marc Lane, and Chaplains Ray Vajda, Louis Carter

Four of seven Madison County Sheriff's Office chaplains, (Senior Chaplain Marc Lane, and Chaplains Ray Vajda, Louis Carter    and Paul "PJ"and Paul "PJ"

Martin,) stand in front the
Martin,) stand in front the    fallen officer memorial at Madison County Sheriff's Office , 405 Randle St., Edwardsville. Chaplains not pictures:

fallen officer memorial at Madison County Sheriff's Office , 405 Randle St., Edwardsville. Chaplains not pictures:

David Bowman, Tracy Jaggers and Bob Adair.

David Bowman, Tracy Jaggers and Bob Adair.



             adison County State’s Attorney Tom Haine swore in his offices newest investigator on
April 25.

Haine hired Lee Brousseau, a former Pontoon Beach and South Roxana police officer and
detective.

“Lee comes to us with the highest recommendations from every corner of the Madison County law
enforcement community," Haine said. "We are very excited to have him working with us to bring
justice for victims of crimes."

Chief Investigator Chris Singleton said Brousseau will make a great addition to  the office's
investigative team.

"We are excited to have him," Singleton said.

 Prior to being a police officer, Brousseau was a professional MMA fighter.

Madison County State's Attorney's Office hires new investigatorMadison County State's Attorney's Office hires new investigator

               adison County Coroner and Sheriff's investigators attended the annual St Louis Major
Case Squad re-training session at Gateway Convention Center in Collinsville on April 16.

Due to COVID guidelines, the training was postponed the past 2 years. MCS trained nearly 600
investigators across the St. Louis region.

 

Coroner investigators Diondra Horner, Kelsie Jones, Chief Deputy Kelly Rogers and Chris Hartman.

Madison County Coroner Stephen Nonn and Sheriff John Lakin

M
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Major Case Squad of Greater St. LouisMajor Case Squad of Greater St. Louis
                trains county investigatorstrains county investigators

MCS formed in 1965 and is a multi-departmental unit charged with investigating
major crimes in six Missouri and four Illinois counties (119 agencies.) The squad
brings together specially trained, and highly experienced investigators and
averages an 80 percent clearance rate. It operates as a non-profit.

The criteria for those who apply to be an investigator for the Major Case Squad
includes the applicant must have at least five years of law enforcement
experience, plus two years investigative experience, plus a recommendation by
his/her Chief or Sheriff. 

For more information about the MCS visit their website.
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois
https://majorcasesquadstl.org/


BUILDING & ZONING

        adison County community members are
coming together to solve their litter problems.

Chairman Kurt Prenzler said he’s excited because
in April he signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Illinois Department of
Transportation to allow the county’s Highway
Department to start picking up trash along
several state highways.

“Previously, the county was unable to do this
because it was the state’s responsibility,”
Prenzler said.

Prenzler said last year the county kicked off a
program providing materials to the public to help
with it’s mission to pick up litter.

“Madison County Building and Zoning started a
program and provided Clean Communities
Resource Tool Kits to volunteers,” Building and
Zoning Administrator Chris Doucleff said. “The
kits contained garbage bags, gloves, orange vests
and a litter picker.”

Doucleff said nearly 1,200 kits went out in 2021
and the program is off to a good start this year. 

“We’ve already handed out more than 500 kits
this year,” Doucleff said.

Resource Management Coordinator Brandon
Banks During April’s Earth Day celebration, county 

residents and community groups worked together 
as part of an ongoing initiative to pick up the litter
plaguing many streets and neighborhoods. He said
it’s important to remember that spring cleaning
doesn’t just start in the household, but is also
outside in neighborhoods and public spaces.

“It’s where we work and play,” Banks said. “That’s
why the county provides a spring cleaning
checklist on tips on how to revitalize and keep
things clean inside a house and out.”

Banks said this year’s goal is dedicated to
education and the importance of keeping roads,
streets, and neighborhood clear of trash and
debris.

“The truth is one individual taking an initiative can
lead to a collective action,” he said. “That is what
we are seeing in Madison County.”
The Clean Communities program encourages the
public to document their personal impact on
cleaning outdoor spaces. The county maintains an
online photo gallery of those who take a snapshot
of their cleanup efforts.

Volunteers who would like to be featured in
county publications, such as newsletters, or on
social media materials can scan the QR code to be
recognized. To find out more visit the Madison
County Clean Communities Group on Facebook or
click here to request a resource tool kit.

M

Spring has sprung,Spring has sprung,
let the cleaning beginlet the cleaning begin

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cleancommunities
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CleanToolKit
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Furever Friends

C E L E B R A T E  Y O U R

 

 

Help out at an animal shelter. With the number of animals being rescued daily,
animal shelters are always in need of a helping hand. Be it through cash donations,
pet supplies, or volunteer support, they are sure to appreciate anything you can offer.

Check your local animal shelter and see what they need. You can participate
in fundraising activities, boost their social media posts, organize a drive for pet
supplies and pet food, volunteer your time to help walk and play with the rescues, and
more. 

Adopt or foster a pet. If you don’t already have a pet, or are ready to add another
four-legged member to your family, consider adoption.  There are thousands of pets
across the country looking for a furever home and yours might be it. Try checking
your local animal shelter or rescue for pet foster programs during National Pet
Month.

                    id you that about 80 million homes in America have an animal family
member? And about half of those households have more than one,

Whether you've got a dog, cat, hamster or fish, there’s no doubt that pets bring a lot of joy
to our lives.  Say “Hello” to National Pet Month.

The monthly event aims to celebrate the joys of pet ownership, encourages adoption and
increase awareness of pet services and working animals.

With spring in full bloom, there are a myriad of activities you can do with your pet to show
them how thankful you are for their presence. 

If you’ve got a furry friend at home, show them your appreciation by spending extra time
with them tor take advantage by visiting the Madison County Transit trail system or a of
the local  dog parks .

If you don’t have a pet at home, but recognize how important they are to humanity, you’re
free to join in the fun as well.

Your pets may not understand the concept of National Pet Month, but they will surely feel
the love when you spend quality time with them.

Top 5 Ways Pets SupportTop 5 Ways Pets Support
Mental healthMental healthNational PetNational Pet    MonthMonth

D

Studies around pets and mental health
show that petting and playing with
animals reduces stress-related
hormones.

 A l l e v i a t e  S t r e s s

I m p r o v e  M o o d  &  F i g h t  D e p r e s s i o n

I m p r o v e  S e l f - E s t e e m  &  W e l l b e i n g

U n c o n d i t i o n a l  L o v e

R e d u c e  L o n l i n e s s

The first research on pets and mental health was
published 30 years ago. Psychologist Alan Beck of

Purdue University and psychiatrist Aaron Katcher of
the University of Pennsylvania conducted the study.
They measured what happens to the body when a

person pets a friendly dog.  
 

Since then there have been numerous studies and this
is the top five things they've discovered about pets

and mental health.
 

Pets can provide people with the kind of
social support that can help reduce
feelings of loneliness and isolation.

Pet ownership improves mood and outlook
as they often serve as a distraction from
symptoms and encourage activity.  one
study found those with cats ad dogs
laughedmore in their daily lives than
people without pets.

Pet owners agree that pets bring a
positive impact to their life Studies show  
pets help children build self-esteem and
be more physically fit.

Dogs and cats love their owners
unconditionally. This kind of unconditional love
is good for mental health. It stimulates the
brain to release dopamine, the chemical
involved in sensing pleasure.



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Alton 
Bethalto
East Alton
Edwardsville
Glen Carbon
Godfrey
Hamel
Hartford
Highland
Livingston
Madison
Marine
Maryville
New Douglas
South Roxana
Williamson
Wood River
Worden

Alhambara Township
Choteau Township
Collinsville Township
Foster Township
Nameoki Township
New Douglas Township
Wood River Township

Collinsville
Granite City 
Roxana Community 
St. Jacob Park District
Tri-Township 
Venice 

Municipalities

Townships

Park Districts

Grants for

$101,020
$32,751
$23,320
$107,080
$55,508
$71,300 
$15,000 
$15,000 
$39,956
$15,000 
$15,000 
$17,077 
$ 33,056 
$15,000
$15,000 
$15,000 
$41,856 
$15,000

$15,000
$28,920
$15,000
$15,996
$15,000
$15,000
$26,556

$86,372
$97,449 
$15,000 
$15,000
$55,194
$15,000 

Madison County is awardingMadison County is awarding  
more than $1.05 million inmore than $1.05 million in

  Park and Recreation GrantsPark and Recreation Grants

    adison County is awarding $1.05 million in funding for various park and
recreational projects in communities throughout the county.

The County Board approved $1,058,411 in Park Enhancement Program (PEP) grant
funding Wednesday night. 

The PEP grants range between $15,000 and $107,000 and include funds for projects
such as walking trail, exercise equipment, an off-leash dog park, playground
equipment, ADA improvements, concrete chess/checker tables and bag games,
sporting equipment, surveillance cameras, mowers and more. The funding will be
combined with city, village, township and park district funds to finance the projects.

Chairman Kurt Prenzler said the PEP program is successful thanks to the taxpayers.
He said voters approved a 1/10th of one percent sales tax in 2000 under the Illinois
Metro-East Park and Recreation District Act and Madison County’s Community
Development Department administers the PEP funding through Madison County Park
and Recreation Grant Commission.

“Since its establishment the funds have been used to improve parks and recreational
facilities across the county,” Prenzler said. 

In the program’s 22 years, municipalities, townships and park districts received
more than $24 million in funding. The grants can be applied for on an annual basis.

The program benefits taxpayers countywide with its vast network of parks and
recreational facilities.

Prenzler said not only do residents enjoy the amenities at parks and recreational
facilities but so do the people who come to visit.

“This helps contribute toward the county’s economic development,” he said. “It
enhances the quality of life throughout the county.”
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

       adison County homeowners can apply for up to $30,000 in assistance through the Illinois Homeowners Assistance Fund (ILHAF)
throughout May.

“The state received federal funding to assist homeowners who are delinquent in paying their mortgage or about ready to lose their home due to
the pandemic,” Madison County Community Development Chief Deputy Program Administrator Chris Otto said.

Otto said the Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) announced a $309 million fund that is available to help homeowners pay past due
mortgage payments, property taxes, property insurance, and delinquent homeowner and/or condominium association fees.

ILAF is targeting homeowners who have experienced financial hardships caused during COVID-19. Applicants must also currently own and
occupy their home in Illinois as their primary residence, be at least 30 days late on their mortgage or other homeowner expenses, and have a
household income at or below 150 percent of the area median income. 

When applying, a homeowner must show:
·Proof of identification, including but not limited to a driver’s license, state ID, permanent residency card or other form of ID.

·Proof of household income, including but not limited to tax returns, pay stubs, or other documentation.
·Proof of occupancy, including but not limited to a bank statement, cell phone bill, credit/debit card statement, or other documentation.

·Proof of ownership, including but not limited to a property tax bill, property deed, or other documentation.
·Delinquency statement, including but not limited to a mortgage statement, property tax statement, insurance statement, or HOA/Condo
Association statement.

Applications will be accepted starting on April 11 will go until 11:59 p.m., May 31. Visit www.illinoishousinghelp.org for more information.

M

Illinois residents can apply for up toIllinois residents can apply for up to
  $30,000 in housing assistance$30,000 in housing assistance

https://www.illinoishousinghelp.org/


Candidates must provide proof of Madison County residency.
Candidates must meet the income criteria. Candidate’s must provide
proof of (gross) income for the last 30 days for those 18 years or
older.
Candidates must complete the College Application and CSBG Intake
form.
Candidates must provide photo identification and social security card.

       adison County Community Development is offering college and
occupational training scholarships for students planning to attend school
starting this fall.

The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) scholarships will be awarded
to low-income students who are or will be attending an accredited Illinois
university, community college, technical or vocational school. The CSBG
will select 10 students to receive a $2,000 ($1,000 per semester)
scholarship for the 2022-2023 academic year.  

Those interested in applying for the scholarship should contact the
college’s financial aid offices, their high school guidance counselor or visit
Community Development’s website at
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/com
munity_services.php.

To be eligible, students must meet the block grant income guidelines as
well as the other requirements as follows:

M

Madison County offeringMadison County offering
$2,000 scholarships$2,000 scholarships  

Candidates are required to submit a copy of college transcripts, or if
just entering college, high school transcripts.  
Candidates are required to submit a letter of recommendation from a
high school or college official at the institution they are attending or
will be attending. Letters of recommendation must be submitted on
official letterhead.
Candidates must submit a one-page essay describing themselves,
their college plans, and career goals. The essays should communicate
something that is not stated in the application, which sets apart their
scholarship application from others. Examples include, but are not
limited to: 

             Hobbies, special interests and unique skills.
Volunteer work and involvement with organizations in the
community.
When and what type of awards or special recognition.
Goals and ambitions the scholarship committee should know
about.
How would receiving this scholarship impact your life?·

Previous scholarship recipients may apply for the scholarship again. 
The amount of each scholarship will be $2,000. Scholarships will be
disbursed in two, $1,000 increments at the start of each semester.
Scholarships will be awarded to the college.

Deadline to submit applications and support documents will be 4:30 p.m.
Friday, June 24. The CSBG Advisory Council Scholarship Committee will
review all applications; make final selections and announce the
scholarship recipients in July.

The CSBG program was created by the federal Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981. The CSBG program is designed to provide a
range of services to assist low-income people to attain skills, knowledge
and motivation necessary to achieve self-sufficiency. 

Completed applications should be dropped off or mailed to Madison
County Community Development, Attn: Amy Lyerla, 130 Hillsboro Ave,
Edwardsville, IL 62025. Community Development offices are open 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For questions, contact Amy Lyerla at allyerla@co.madison.il.us or 618-
296-4382.

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/community_services.php
mailto:allyerla@co.madison.il.us


Severe Thunderstorm Watch - conditions are favorable for theSevere Thunderstorm Watch - conditions are favorable for the
development of severe thunderstorms containing large hail anddevelopment of severe thunderstorms containing large hail and
damaging winds.damaging winds.
Severe Thunderstorm Warning - large hail and/or damaging wind hasSevere Thunderstorm Warning - large hail and/or damaging wind has
been reported by spotters, or is about to develop. Take action - Go tobeen reported by spotters, or is about to develop. Take action - Go to
a substantial shelter immediately.a substantial shelter immediately.
Tornado Watch - conditions are favorable for the development ofTornado Watch - conditions are favorable for the development of
tornadoes.tornadoes.
TTornado Warning - a tornado has been reported by spotters, orornado Warning - a tornado has been reported by spotters, or
National Weather Service meteorologists have determined that one isNational Weather Service meteorologists have determined that one is
about to form in the next several minutes. Take Action - go to aabout to form in the next several minutes. Take Action - go to a
substantial shelter immediately.substantial shelter immediately.

                    pring is officially in full swing and the Madison County Emergencypring is officially in full swing and the Madison County Emergency
Management Agency is encouraging residents to stay aware of localManagement Agency is encouraging residents to stay aware of local
forecasts and prepare for severe weather.forecasts and prepare for severe weather.

“This is the time of year we typically see strong storms with hail, winds“This is the time of year we typically see strong storms with hail, winds
and rain,” EMA Director Chris Johnson said. “Although they can happenand rain,” EMA Director Chris Johnson said. “Although they can happen
any time of the year, we typically see and increased threat in the spring.any time of the year, we typically see and increased threat in the spring.

Johnson said the United States averages 1,253 tornadoes every year.Johnson said the United States averages 1,253 tornadoes every year.

“We want our citizens to put a plan in place and know what to do if there“We want our citizens to put a plan in place and know what to do if there
are storm warnings issued for Madison County,” he said.are storm warnings issued for Madison County,” he said.  

Johnson gives some severe weather preparedness tips:Johnson gives some severe weather preparedness tips:

KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY’S WARNING SYSTEMKNOW YOUR COMMUNITY’S WARNING SYSTEM. There are different. There are different
ways to notify people about tornadoes. Many communities use sirensways to notify people about tornadoes. Many communities use sirens
intended for outdoor warning purposes. Madison County also uses CODEintended for outdoor warning purposes. Madison County also uses CODE
RED.RED.

KNOW THE WARNING TERMSKNOW THE WARNING TERMS: Familiarize yourself with important: Familiarize yourself with important
weather terms to stay alert and know when to take action to protectweather terms to stay alert and know when to take action to protect
yourself and others.yourself and others.  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

IDENTIFY A SAFE PLACE: Before a storm strikes, it is important to beIDENTIFY A SAFE PLACE: Before a storm strikes, it is important to be
aware of your surroundings and identify a safe place to ride out a storm.aware of your surroundings and identify a safe place to ride out a storm.
Preferably, somewhere indoors, and away from windows. If you can hearPreferably, somewhere indoors, and away from windows. If you can hear
thunder, you are close enough to a storm to be struck by lightning. If youthunder, you are close enough to a storm to be struck by lightning. If you
are outdoors, seek shelter immediately. NO MOBILE HOME IS SAFE IN Aare outdoors, seek shelter immediately. NO MOBILE HOME IS SAFE IN A
TORNADO.TORNADO.

IF YOU ARE OUTSIDE, look for the closest option to seek safe shelter in aIF YOU ARE OUTSIDE, look for the closest option to seek safe shelter in a
basement, storm shelter or sturdy building.basement, storm shelter or sturdy building.

BRING YOUR ANIMALS INDOORS and maintain direct control of them.BRING YOUR ANIMALS INDOORS and maintain direct control of them.
SECURE ITEMS OUTSIDE that can be picked up by the wind.SECURE ITEMS OUTSIDE that can be picked up by the wind.

STAY INFORMED: This forecast is a good reminder that people shouldSTAY INFORMED: This forecast is a good reminder that people should
always have multiple ways to receive notifications and updatedalways have multiple ways to receive notifications and updated
information about severe weather warnings, such as through a NOAAinformation about severe weather warnings, such as through a NOAA
weather alert radio, Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), weather alert apps,weather alert radio, Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), weather alert apps,
TV and radio broadcasts, the Internet, outdoor warning sirens and more.TV and radio broadcasts, the Internet, outdoor warning sirens and more.
For storm threats at night, resident should make sure that their cellphonesFor storm threats at night, resident should make sure that their cellphones
are enabled to receive emergency alerts and notifications.are enabled to receive emergency alerts and notifications.

PREPARE YOUR FAMILY: Your family may not be together if a disasterPREPARE YOUR FAMILY: Your family may not be together if a disaster
strikes, so it is important to know which types of disasters could affectstrikes, so it is important to know which types of disasters could affect
your area, and know how you will contact one another and reconnect ifyour area, and know how you will contact one another and reconnect if
separated. Develop a family emergency plan and review it with all familyseparated. Develop a family emergency plan and review it with all family
members. Visit members. Visit www.Ready.Illinois.govwww.Ready.Illinois.gov for step-by-step instructions on for step-by-step instructions on
how to prepare for, survive and rebuild after any storm or emergency.how to prepare for, survive and rebuild after any storm or emergency.

EMERGENCY KIT: In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, a few new itemsEMERGENCY KIT: In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, a few new items
should be included in your emergency supply kit, including face coveringsshould be included in your emergency supply kit, including face coverings
for every member of your family, hand sanitizer, and disinfectant wipes.for every member of your family, hand sanitizer, and disinfectant wipes.
Other items to include in a basic emergency supply kit are: water, food,Other items to include in a basic emergency supply kit are: water, food,
NOAA weather radio, flashlight, batteries, phone charger, and prescriptionNOAA weather radio, flashlight, batteries, phone charger, and prescription
medications. A complete list can be found online at medications. A complete list can be found online at www.ready.gov/kitwww.ready.gov/kit..  

Illinois Emergency Management Agency offers severe weatherIllinois Emergency Management Agency offers severe weather
preparedness information on the Ready Illinois website,preparedness information on the Ready Illinois website,
www.Ready.Illinois.govwww.Ready.Illinois.gov, a one-stop resource for detailed information about, a one-stop resource for detailed information about
what to do before, during and after disasters. IEMA and the NWSwhat to do before, during and after disasters. IEMA and the NWS
developed a Severe Weather Preparedness Guide that covers flooding,developed a Severe Weather Preparedness Guide that covers flooding,
severe weather terms and tips for staying safe and is available on thesevere weather terms and tips for staying safe and is available on the  
  websitewebsite..

SS Are Are REREaaDDy for storm season?y for storm season?  

To sign up for CodeRED click on the logo
CodeRED allows for localized and customizable weather warnings to be delivered to
targeted areas based on the address of the registered resident. Residents will only

receive warnings if their registered address is in the path of the storm.

https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/68684CD288F8
http://www.ready.illinois.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/kit
http://www.ready.illinois.gov/
https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Preparedness/Documents/severeweatherpreparedness.pdf
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Visit the Madison County Mental Health Board website
for more information about how to help teens

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/mental_health/index.php


    t’s life or death for many teenagers, the spiralt’s life or death for many teenagers, the spiral
downward from severe depression to self-harm todownward from severe depression to self-harm to
suicide.suicide.  

It feels as though American adolescence is underIt feels as though American adolescence is under
attack. Three decades ago, the biggest public healthattack. Three decades ago, the biggest public health
threats to teenagers in the United States came fromthreats to teenagers in the United States came from
binge drinking, drunken driving, teenage pregnancybinge drinking, drunken driving, teenage pregnancy
and smoking. The new public health concern —and smoking. The new public health concern —
soaring rates of mental health disorders forsoaring rates of mental health disorders for
depression, anxiety, attention deficit hyperactivitydepression, anxiety, attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, oppositional defiant disorder and eatingdisorder, oppositional defiant disorder and eating
disorders, such as anorexia, bulimia and bingedisorders, such as anorexia, bulimia and binge
eating.eating.

Teens experience many of the same Teens experience many of the same mental healthmental health
issuesissues as adults. However, many teens go as adults. However, many teens go
undiagnosed and untreated, even though mostundiagnosed and untreated, even though most
conditions are treatable. According to the Centersconditions are treatable. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention in 2019, 13for Disease Control and Prevention in 2019, 13
percent of adolescents reported suffering a majorpercent of adolescents reported suffering a major
depressive episode, a 60 percent increase fromdepressive episode, a 60 percent increase from
2007 and Emergency room visits by children and2007 and Emergency room visits by children and
adolescents during the same period went up foradolescents during the same period went up for
anxiety, mood disorders and self-harm and suicideanxiety, mood disorders and self-harm and suicide
rates increase byrates increase by    60 percent60 percent    for those ages 10 tofor those ages 10 to
24.24.

It’s important to keep in mind that anyone canIt’s important to keep in mind that anyone can
develop a mental health problem. Although somedevelop a mental health problem. Although some
teens may be at a higher risk based on genetics andteens may be at a higher risk based on genetics and
their past experiences, all teens are susceptible totheir past experiences, all teens are susceptible to
mental illness—including straight-A students andmental illness—including straight-A students and
star athletes. The decline in mental health amongstar athletes. The decline in mental health among
teenagers intensified during the COVID-19 pandemicteenagers intensified during the COVID-19 pandemic
but prior to then teens started suffering at a higherbut prior to then teens started suffering at a higher
rate.rate.

  

In December 2021, the U.S. surgeon general warnedIn December 2021, the U.S. surgeon general warned
of a “devastating” mental health crisis amongof a “devastating” mental health crisis among
adolescents. Numerous hospital and physicianadolescents. Numerous hospital and physician
groups called it a national emergency, citing risinggroups called it a national emergency, citing rising
levels of mental illness, a severe shortage oflevels of mental illness, a severe shortage of
therapists and treatment options, and insufficienttherapists and treatment options, and insufficient
research to explain the trend.research to explain the trend.

The crisis is often attributed to the rise of socialThe crisis is often attributed to the rise of social
media, but solid data on the issue is limited, themedia, but solid data on the issue is limited, the
findings are nuanced and often contradictory, andfindings are nuanced and often contradictory, and
some adolescents appear to be more vulnerable thansome adolescents appear to be more vulnerable than
others to the effects of screen time. Federalothers to the effects of screen time. Federal
research shows that teenagers as a group are alsoresearch shows that teenagers as a group are also
getting less sleep and exercise and spending less in-getting less sleep and exercise and spending less in-
person time with friends — all crucial for healthyperson time with friends — all crucial for healthy
development — at a period in life when it is typicaldevelopment — at a period in life when it is typical
to test boundaries and explore one’s identity.to test boundaries and explore one’s identity.  

The combined result for some adolescents is a kindThe combined result for some adolescents is a kind
of cognitive implosion: anxiety, depression,of cognitive implosion: anxiety, depression,
compulsive behaviors, self-harm and even suicide.compulsive behaviors, self-harm and even suicide.

Educate yourself about the most common mentalEducate yourself about the most common mental
health issues teens face. Be on the lookout forhealth issues teens face. Be on the lookout for
potential problems and seek professional help whenpotential problems and seek professional help when
necessary. Early intervention can be the key tonecessary. Early intervention can be the key to
getting your teen the help she needs.getting your teen the help she needs.  

Each year, the National Alliance on Mental IllnessEach year, the National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) selects a theme for Mental Health Awareness(NAMI) selects a theme for Mental Health Awareness
and this years theme is “Together for Mentaland this years theme is “Together for Mental
Health.” Together, everyone can share a vision of aHealth.” Together, everyone can share a vision of a
nation where anyone affected by mental illness cannation where anyone affected by mental illness can
get the appropriate support and quality of care toget the appropriate support and quality of care to
live healthy, fulfilling lives.live healthy, fulfilling lives.

May is NationalMay is National
Mental HealthMental Health

MonthMonth
8 %

*ages 12 to 17

Depression
Depression

Anxiety
Anxiety

ADHDADHD

8 %
*ages 13 to 18

1 to 16 %

9 %
*ages 2 to 17

ODDODD

**first emerges during early
elementary school

Eating
Eating

Disorders

Disorders2.7 %
*ages 13 to 18
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*Statistics provided by the National Institute of Mental Health, CDC and American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/teen-mental-health-what-parents-need-to-know-2611247
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Beat the Silent KillerBeat the Silent Killer
It’s May and temperatures are rising. It may be a welcome
development in terms of weather, but for your blood pressure,
lower numbers are better.

“Many people have high blood pressure and do not know it,”
Madison County Public Health Director Toni Corona said. 

May is National Blood Pressure Education Month and Madison
County Health Department wants to remind the public about
taking steps to lowering blood pressure.

“It is important to know your blood pressure numbers so you can
work with your healthcare provider to develop a plan to manage
it,” Corona said. 

High blood pressure (hypertension) is a leading cause of heart
disease and stroke in the U.S. .According to the CDC, about one
in three adults have high blood pressure and its estimated that
high blood pressure contributes to 1,000 deaths each day. 

“During our most recent IPLAN community health needs 
 assessment heart disease was the leading cause of death in
Madison County," Corona said.

She said whether a person lowers their blood pressure through
medication, diet, exercise, quitting smoking or limiting alcohol
intake, the goal should be to lower it.

“If left untreated it can lead to serious health issues,” she said.
“It’s called the ‘silent killer’ for a reason.”

http://app.idph.state.il.us/


     ersey/Calhoun Employment and Training are hosting an open house and
ribbon cutting on May 3 in celebration of their office’s new location.

The new location at 120 West Pearl Street in Jerseyville will serve job
seekers and businesses in Jersey and Calhoun counties.

“We are excited about our new office and look forward to working with
people on the tools and skills they need to prepare or move up in the world
of work,” Jersey County Career Services Coordinator Carolyn Taviner said.

To celebrate the new location the open house will be held from 3 to 6 p.m. 

“The community is invited to come tour our new office and get more
information on the services we offer,” Taviner said.

Staff assists the public on job search activities, resume writing and
exploring education and training options. Businesses can receive
assistance with employee recruitment, training, upskilling and retention. 

State, county and municipal and other officials — State Rep. C.D.
Davidsmeyer, Jersey County Board Chairman Don Little, Jerseyville Mayor
Billy Russel and Local Workforce Board Chairman Paul Wellhausen — will
cut the ribbon and 3 p.m. to officially open the office to the public. 

During the event, door prizes will be available to attendees.
Jersey/Calhoun area businesses that leave a business card or promotional
material will be put in a drawing for free social media promotion, through
the Madison County Employment and Training Social Media Network. 

“We look forward to seeing everyone at the Open House,” Taviner said.

Employment and Training to holdEmployment and Training to hold
open house for Jersey and Calhounopen house for Jersey and Calhoun

counties new officescounties new offices         adison County officials are warning those visiting the
Administration Building or Courthouse in downtown Edwardsville
about construction on Second Street and its impact on parking and
street crossings.

In mid-April, construction started along Second Street at St. Louis
Street and goes to High Street. Due to the construction and the
installation of a new water line, the pedestrian crosswalk from the
parking lot to the back of Administration Building is closed and
temporarily moved.

There is crossing from the large lot where vehicles can access the
small parking lot behind the building for handicap accessible parking.
Additional signage and personnel are available to direct pedestrians
where to cross the street.

The county is asking the public not to cross or park in areas that are
blocked off by barricades or caution tape.

The contractor expects the current trenching work along Second
Street to be complete by the end of May, subject to weather or other
unexpected delays. The entire project, along Second Street and St.
Louis Street will undergo various phases with a projected completion
by mid-August. 

Visit the county’s website at madisoncountyil.gov for up-to-date
information

JJ

Construction impacts parkingConstruction impacts parking
and street crossings atand street crossings at

Madison County buildingsMadison County buildings  
MM

http://madisoncountyil.gov/


Madison County Board —            618-296-4341 —            coboard@co.madison.il.us

Madison County Board
Meeting Update

The public is invited to attend County Board

meetings, which are held in the Board Room at

the Madison County Administration Building,

157 N. Main St., Edwardsville, Ill.

To listen to past meetings, or read

approved minutes, visit

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/

county_clerk/county_board_records/board

_agendas_and_minutes.php for more

information.

Madison County Government Social Media Pages

Check out the Citizens Guide on the
county's website to find out more on
the operations of Madison County
Government and its departments.

Check out the calendar to view
upcoming County Board and

Committe meertings.

Created by Madison County Public Relations and Communications

The Madison County Board Chair
appoints individuals to more than

70 boards and commissions
throughout Madison County. Click
on the booklet to find out more.

https://www.facebook.com/MadisonCountyIL
https://www.instagram.com/madisoncountyil/
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/Government%20Transparency/Citizens%20Guide%20(10).pdf
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/BoardsnCommissions/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Dec.%202020%20210104.pdf
https://twitter.com/madisoncountyil
https://www.co.madison.il.us/calendar.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/county_clerk/county_board_records/board_agendas_and_minutes.php

